
Tena Koutou Te Whanau, 
 
Week four has been a great week for our Kura. There is a lively atmosphere around the school and 
our students have settled well into their Vocational Pathway Programmes on Friday. 
On Wednesday, March 1, we are holding our annual swimming sports. This is a great event the whole 
kura is involved in and we would love to see parents, caregivers and whanau come along to support 
this event. This is an all-day event, so there will be no regular classes on Wednesday. We look  
forward to seeing you there. 
 
If you’re also interested in watching a unique sport played en-masse, then I invite you to the school on 
Thursday, March 16 to watch our students take part in Ki o Rahi. Our kura is fortunate enough to host 
the regional Ki o Rahi competition. Ki o Rahi is a widely known game that is played throughout  
Aotearoa. It is played between 2 teams, on a large circular field and is similar to touch and rippa 
rugby. 
 
A reminder that on Monday, March 13 and Monday, March 20, the school will be closed for staff only 
days. These days are an opportunity to ensure that quality planning has taken place to fully prepare 
staff for the year ahead. Teachers will be undertaking Professional Development and will also spend 
time reviewing their teaching and learning programmes and achievement analysis. 
 
Piopio College is committed to providing a safe and supportive environment for its students. This  
includes being cyber-safe. Although cyberbullying shares some of the same elements as ‘traditional 
bullying’, bullying using technology can be more complex and harder to deal with. We do not condone 
cyberbullying, whether it’s through texting, facebook or other forms of social media. I encourage  
parents, caregivers and whanau to be more vigilant and aware of what their child/ren may be taking 
part in online or through texting. Talk to them about the harmful effects of cyberbullying and remind 
them not to post or share images they don’t want spread further, including email, pxt and txt. 
www.bullyingfree.nz is a great website full of information and ideas about preventing and dealing with 
cyberbullying. 
 
Our Y7 and Y8 teachers are busy creating a fun and stimulating student-centered learning  
environment where all curriculum areas are being integrated and collaborative. This environment is 
being created so that the students are able to take more responsibility and direction for their  
learning and destinies. This is the teachers and student’s goal for the year. Digital technology is vital 
to the students achieving this goal because it allows freedom of choice and the ability for them to 
share their learning with parents, whanau, hapu and iwi. There are four models of learning and 
teaching being used in the classroom and all are designed to advance and enhance student  
achievement. We are holding a whanau evening on Tuesday, March 7 between 4:00pm and 6:00pm 
as an opportunity for parents and whanau to have some kai, meet our Y7 and Y8 teachers and learn 
about the new and exciting programmes being implemented in the classrooms. 
 
Nga mihi 
 
Johan van Deventer 
Principal/Tumuaki 
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COMING EVENTS: 
 
  
 
 
27 Feb 
Y10 Vision Testing 
 
28 Feb 
Photo Life Studios 
 
1 March 
College Swimming 
Sports 
 
3 March  
King Country  
Swimming Sports 
 
6 March 
Y8 Girls & Boys HPV 
Vaccine 
 
8 March  
First Aid Course 
 
9 March  
KC Athletics (TA) 
First Aid Course  
 
10 March  
Inter School  
Swimming 
 
13 March  
Staff Only Day 
 
 
Phone: 
07 877 8173 or 
0800 240 173 
Website: 
http:// 
piopio.school.nz 
 
Principal: Johan van 
Deventer 
Email :  
princpal@piopio. 
school.nz 

http://www.bullyingfree.nz


PIOPIO COLLEGE AND COMMUNITY LIBRARY 
Kia ora. I have finished organising and shelving all the books in our new library and it's starting to look 
great. I have now started manually cataloguing all the books currently in stock and are marking them 
off in an old manual register I found. This process is showing me that there appears to be a lot of books 
unaccounted for so if you have previously borrowed books from the library that could be sitting on your 
bookshelf at home, I'd love for them to be returned so that others can enjoy them.  
I am keen for students and members of the community to start using the library so from next  
Monday (February 27) the library will be open during the lunch break. I encourage you to visit and see what we have on offer. 
I'd also love to hear your recommendations and requests for books and genres you enjoy reading. I am committed to providing 
a library that is welcoming and inviting and would love your feedback on how I could do that. 
Jenelle Burnell 

Librarian 

FINANCE OFFICE HOURS 
 

You need to make sure that you 
purchase your bus tickets and hand 
in any money to the finance office 
during this time. This is also the time for any uniform  
purchases or queries. 
Monday/Wednesday 
8.15am to 8.30am 
10.10am to 10.25am 
1.05pm to 1.25pm 
Tuesday/Thursday/Friday 
8.15am to 8.30am 
10.15am to 10.30am 
Nikki Thomas 
Finance Officer 
 

THANKS! 
A very special thank you to  
former Piopio College Principal 
Brian Tegg for his donation of 
books to the library. Mr Tegg has 
done this for many years, and since  
starting as librarian this year I have already 
received two packages of books from him. 
Mr Tegg's continued support of our school 
and library is very much appreciated. 
Jenelle Burnell 

 
 

 

WINTEC  
WINTEC is offering an online Tourism Course, 
a representative from WINTEC will be visiting 
the College on Tuesday  28. 
If this interests you please see Mrs Rauputu or Emelia Harris. 

PHOTOS 

Next Tuesday Photolife  

Studios will be here for  

photos. Please ensure your  

student is in correct uniform for photos 

SWIMMING SPORTS WEDNESDAY 1 MARCH 

Spectators welcome. Seating is available just inside the gate on the bank. 

Parking is available at the College, please do not park near the pool as this 

disrupts the primary school. 

Starts 9:00am. 

This year we have incorporated a new exciting aspect to encourage more 

participants. This includes 3 activities 

 A water run 

 A tyre tube race 

 A body board race 

We are also encouraging parents/whanau members to participate in these 

activities to earn whare points for their student. So please bring your togs! 

 

Ensure your student brings sunscreen, hat, water, their togs or comfortable 

attire and a good attitude.  
 

Y13 will be holding a BBQ on the day to raise money for The Ball  

Committee. We appreciate your support on the day.  

The canteen will still be open. 

We look forward to seeing you there 

Gina Draper 

PE Teacher/Sports Coordinator 

 

THE CANTEEN NOW HAS EFTPOS   



A WORD FROM THE ASSEMBLY STAGE: 
 

Kia ora, this week’s assembly focused on our school value of “Passion.” Mr Vandy described a brilliant example of Passion, 
beginning his korero about how Passionate he is when singing our National Anthem with our All Blacks, before they play South 
Africa. Unfortunately, this was in response to a few students choosing not to sing our National Anthem, but we think they will now 
be persuaded to do so, as Mr Vandy went on to describe how proud he feels to sing our National Anthem as a new, New 
Zealander. 
 

Our Principal then gave his prepared korero on Passion, sharing his passion for language and his journey to learn Te Reo Māori. 
Mr Vandy grew up speaking 3 languages, English, Afrikaans and Zulu. He shared a few common greetings in each language 
which the students found fun to hear. Since arriving in New Zealand, Mr van Deventer has placed great importance on learning 
Te Reo, as it is one of 3 of our National languages, and he focuses hard on ensuring he learns correct pronunciation of names of 
people and places. Ka pai Matua Hone, ka mau te wihi! 
 

We also highlighted the passion demonstrated by our Friday’s 
guest, Elgregoe the magician. Elgregoe has been performing 
magic for over 40 years, has been awarded The New Zealand 
Order of Merit for his contribution to education, and his show has 
been seen by 1 million New Zealand children. The show included 
important messages on how to treat others and had a strong 
emphasis on cutting down bullying. His interactive magic, 
ventriloquism, exotic bird show and poetry was enjoyed by all, 
particularly Piopio Primary, who joined us for the afternoon. Thanks 
Piopio Primary, you created a great atmosphere and you were 
exceptionally well behaved, doing yourselves and your school 
proud. 
 
 

Some students also shared their passions: Te Rangimoaho Iti, shared how he is passionate about Science and learning new 
things; Potahi McTanish shared how passionate she is about sports; Isaac Mulgrew is passionate about “everything”; Drew 
Goddard is passionate about building; and Heath Barnsdall (3rd in NZ), is passionate about bombing (into a pool). Some kaiako 
(teachers), also shared their passions: Whaea Christine is passionate about Digital Technologies; Mrs Rauputu is passionate 
about growing plants; and Ms Goodhue is passionate about road cycling. We now hope, to hear about Merits next week, based 
on the passion showed in students’ learning next assembly. 
 

Merits are awarded to students who demonstrate Meritorious acts. A teacher fills out a Merit slip, which is acknowledged in 
assembly, and 1 student (selected from a “hat”) wins a $5 lunch voucher. It was great to hear some Y12 names this week, such 
as Creston Baker being acknowledged. But, this week’s winner was Rebekah Knox, for the Pride she showed in her learning last 
week. 
 

To finish off, Mrs Draper shared how great the Ki o Rahi team are doing, training twice a week, as well as a fun video clip of the 
last Whanau activity (pool daisy chain),  
 

Next week’s value of focus is Respect. We will feedback on how it went in next week’s newsletter.  
 

Till then, e noho ora mai. 
Matua Tipene/Mr Bodger. 



WAITOMO DISTRICT JUNIOR CRICKET 

Fun cricket programme suited to kids at 

 different levels of the game 

Thursdays @ 5:00pm-6:00pm 

      

Te Kuiti High School Courts 

All primary school aged kids welcome 

Ph Jason Snowdon 0226167564 or  

Kelly Hibbert 0273663218  

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Day5 Day1 SWIMMING SPORTS Day2  Day6 

TIMETABLE 

Below is our Scheduled timetable days for next week – WEEK 5 

ARIA SQUASH CLUB 
 The ARIA SQUASH CLUB 

has FUN FRIDAY NIGHTS 
from 6:00pm, 
starting from 10th March. 
 

 Dinner & drinks available. 
 Family friendly! 
 We also have INTERCLUB teams in the  
           Waikato Competition starting in the 1st     
 week of April. 
 Mens teams play on Tuesday nights 
 Ladies teams play on Wednesday nights 
 Any ability welcome to join us!!  
 
Names needed by 5 March for Interclub please 
any queries or interest 
Please contact Keri Alcock 877 6670 


